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Seokguram Grotto National Treasure

Story behind making an artificial stone cave

Cave temples first started being made in India and spread to Korea through
China. It was easier for the Indians or Chinese to dig a stone cave in the
mountains to enshrine a Buddha statue. However, the rocks in the mountains
in Korea were mostly hard granite, which made it difficult to dig a cave.
Therefore, they made an artificial stone cave by piling up stones, which is now
the only artificial stone cave in the world.

The great architecture of the stone cave

As one passes though the square-shaped antechamber, it leads to a rotunda.
The Four Devas are placed in the corridor. There are many images of Buddhas
engraved symmetrically on the wall in the rotunda. The circular ceiling is
constructed elaborately with approximately 360 wide and flat stones. This
type of construction technique is so unprecedentedly excellent that it was
designated as a UNESCO World Heritage in 1995.
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Main Buddha
of Seokguram
Grotto

The main Buddha of Seokguram
Grotto is one of the most outstanding
pieces of world heritage in the fields

of religion and art, and an excellent masterpiece among the world’s religious
artworks. The main Buddha is huge in size, 3.26 meters in height and on a 1.58
meters of pedestal. Although it is sculpted with hard granite, it is carved finely and
smoothly. Looking at the benevolent expression with eyes open narrow, gentle
eyebrows, and long drooping ears, you will feel the warmth of the Buddha.
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The Four Devas

(The Four Heavenly Kings)

They are the deities that oversee the
four directions — north, south, east,
and west — and are carved on either

side of the entrance to the main Buddha, two on each side. Jiguk-cheonwang
of the east, Gwangmok-cheonwang of the west, Jeungjang-cheonwang of the
south, and Damun-cheonwang of the north all stand with evil spirits under
their feet with different expressions and poses.
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Three—story
Stone Pagoda
of Seokguram
Grotto

Cultural Treasure

This is a very rare three-story

stone pagoda made of granite -

rock, and is located on a hill about 150 meters northeast of the Seokguram
Grotto. The foundation stone and upper and lower flat stones on it are in
circular shapes, a characteristic that cannot be seen in other stone pagodas.
The height extends to 3 meters and it is believed to have been made in the
Unified Silla period.
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Eight Guardian Deities

These are eight warriors that guard
the Buddhist teachings, carved on
both sides of the entrance to the
antechamber. These include Asura
with many faces and arms, and
mythological creatures such as Heaven, Dragon, Yaksa, and Gadharva that
used to be ancient Indian deities, but was converted by Sakyamuni and
became the Buddhist guardian deities.






